THE GREAT STATE

swept away contemptuously by a State Farm
Board which sets out to do its work under the rules
of science and common sense. The most carefully
organised co-operative farm becomes a mediaeval
method when compared with the larger schemes of
the Great State. Agricultural organisation will not
be squeezed within the limits of small local necessi-
ties and the stinted capital of needy men. It will
be managed with all the scope and all the national
resources at the disposal of a great state department.
The Great State agriculture will be to the agricul-
ture of to-day what the Oil Trust is to the oil-shop
in the back streets of a slum district: only the profits
will go to the whole community instead of into the
pockets of a Mr. Rockefeller.

Needless to say, the farm-labourer will be alto-
gether a different person from the man of to-day.
His wages will not be based on a standard of what
is just possible for the minimum of a rigidly simple
country life. He will take an equal share with his
fellow-citizens of the towns in the standard of living
which the community has reached. It is not toler-
able to us to suppose that there should be members
of the community doomed year after year to sacri-
fice their leisure, the larger interests, and all the
variety of life in order that their fellows can be
free. Yet that is the position of the agricultural
workers to-day; they are cut off from the full ad-
vantages of civilised life, pushed into a corner, and
underpaid; they are the serfs of society. The es-
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